CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Anzac's 'We waiting for You!' 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1900113.000 

Medium: 

Video File 

Director: 

Not stated 

Country of origin: 

Not stated 

Language: 

English, Arabic 

Applicant: 

Commissioner of Police 

Classification: 

Objectionable. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

None 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

08 May 2019 


Date of direction to issue No direction to issue a label has been issued 

a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 08 May 2019 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Anzac's 'We waiting for You' 

1:08 

Total running time: 


1:08 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

Anzac's 'We waiting for You!' is a video by a New Zealander who is known to be a member of ISIL 
(the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant), a designated a terrorist organisation in New Zealand under 
the Terrorism Suppression Act 2002. The subject of the video has been assigned the status of a 
‘Specially Designated Global Terrorist’ by the United States State Department under sl(b) of 
Executive Order 13224. The video file is classified as objectionable as it promotes and encourages 
acts of terrorism to a high extent and degree. The primary purpose of the video is to encourage ISIL 
supporters in New Zealand and Australia to carry out an act of terrorist violence. It is ostensibly a 
piece of propaganda that has been created to promote the extremist ideology of ISIL, although it 
lacks the branding and violent imagery that is usually associated with such material. While the video 





is unlikely to be persuasive or harmful to most New Zealanders, there is a risk of the publication 
persuading some young people and adults who are vulnerable to the way it promotes a simple act of 
terrorist violence. The very real possibility that even a small number of individuals may be persuaded 
to act on its message creates a high level of risk to the safety and security of all New Zealanders, 
especially those employed by the Police and armed forces. An objectionable classification is unlikely 
to be of material importance to the majority of New Zealanders. The video has been widely reported 
on by the media, and any ongoing interest will be to those affiliated with, or supportive of, ISIL and 
other Islamic extremist organisations. The right to freedom of expression, as affirmed by the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, has been considered. Political and religious speech are arguably the 
most protected forms of expression in a democratic society. However, the strong protections 
applying to political and religious speech are subject to reasonable limitations prescribed by law, and 
in New Zealand there are limitations on the promotion of terrorist organisations, their ideology, and 
acts of violence associated with such organisations. The role of the Classification Office is to 
determine whether the likelihood of injury to the public good arising from the availability of a 
publication outweighs the right to freedom of expression and therefore constitutes a reasonable 
limitation of this right. In this case, the likelihood of injury to the public good is high, and the 
classification of objectionable is a reasonable and demonstrably justifiable limitation on the right to 
freedom of expression. 



